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p ^writer M:i khoTl Ko:^ul.dr.K;Ky , the Ulan j rffijtj 1)6 1 VjXfr iti 19.6 1 1 
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l -* UiQ rno:it rrina rknble Jiovir b f i lm:; neon Gy .. 'jkhh w * t Y« 

1 f >w vpori.vioPh wno nau^The oppo rraurtjT of / \ '* * 

June IS’ at the Ministry of Fo r eign • 

t^vmse^XTP oT t n eT Out^IFt:nib ass y] who went ;• s ^t o .’ * . jV * 

obtain Soviet agreement to have it shown to .. ' ifcti ej‘'- * Soviet" 
authorities do not know what to do with this xf ^ . ' r ‘ 

corioa.o'cr gu too progressive Tor ' shewing c? omhs t i cal 1 jfche . f 1 1m m av v^rv ..- 
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autiioflt,j. »3 may hate the; p.Umrc an d release it ^possibly •with the 1 inore ■ 

nlai'iiTff'passaye''; censored or padded w-ith^adi tioiral mhtepial. ’ ’., . .•':•■ j.. ^ . '?' 

The director makes vivid use of colpr, star^lirijg camera techniques ;. 
and extreme symbolism in following the story of . the love If a young man •: ’ / ■ 
for a young girl from a hostile family la la Ronieo and Juliet) .y:iWhen v§^e «> 
dies, he has an unhappy marriage and is finally killed in f f IgKi. 
is all : set in an 'honest and r^3li.^ti^^ortr‘ay'^l;i of-- the .hard* brlital lif^ f 
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:. vtV K1 - ^PTiejs cnan f;nr>sr.i;u) re^cnxngs; o.t these ^ople ,. the .'film' is in. ke^p- 
1 ;itjg with f>o v i pej x *1, i v ^y. 31 J* of -the unwashed tniinsew 
1 .tthoir -* f J iberati(>n ,r by soci.ali tm*. Hov^ever^ out: of Iceeping Soviet qop.r .. * .■:>•• 

cents i s fh.e ■'■Ihjct that the peopl<v are noli shdvm as, particularly displeased 
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by this state of affairs, an being .oppressed or held down by any* social 
cl ai;5 or external aggressor, or as possessing any inherent nobili ty . The 
earthineos and lustfulness of the people, even of the hero* leave no room 
for the romanticism and puritauism of almost all Soviet films'. This film 

is move risque than many of the Western films which the Soviets are always 

quick to describe as depraved and "decadent..** 

Thore'aro many striking as f mot a of the Him, among which may bo cited 
Um following: 

X* In on o episode, the barren wife disrobes and walks completely naked 
through the fields to make a fertility offering; she is seen by an aroused 
village witch doctor who tries to rape her* In the scene after the wedding, 
the husband disrobes his bride, examines, her and then the scene discreetly fades 
out* There, ore numerous views of men and women cavorting lechnrously at drunken 
dinners. All of those add up to a strong affirmation that sex is not just a 
Western invention. 

? * ?h (' m I ') g i ou o s y m l ; 0.1 i sm 1 ?, c a rrind v<-ry far. W hi ! < ■ 1 i . i a f re q u o n t: ! y ' 

f'i"i tica! j au In a scene whore the horn {van a lands in .< saintly posture as 

a drunken l-hr.i.stJw'ia procession goes by behind him, in other scenes it s corns * 
to reinforce a futxlamonhal devotion despite Urn crude exteriors. Jn one 
scene the head of a real, mar; fades into that of Christ on the cross and in 
another women are gathered around the dead Ivan as in medieval paintings of 
the Pi eta. 

3* Although made up of individual, extreme.!;/ realistic scenes, the 
story as a whole is told in an abstract, surrealistic way. The camera jumps 
from scone to scene; there is little dialogue (in hariJM:o~understr»nd mountain 
Ukrainian at than) and only brief descriptive titles flashed on the screen 
between episodes* 'Filming technique Includes use of o lunging, advancing, or 
spinning camera, rapid shifting from camera to camera, panning (to the point 
of irritation ) of brightly colored scenes to convey impressions, and separation 
or isolation of primary colors to create moods (e.g. red for death, or black, 
and white for mourning). 

iu The film recalls Ingmar Bergman in many respects,. There is a 
constant play between myth and reality, the supernatural and an accurate and 
detail nr! depletion of life, until they seem to merge-. From the beginning, 
the hero and heroine seem doomed .to a tragic fate which i s of no Interest to 
Line hard and di si rite res ted world around them, it is implied that this tragic 
thread runs from generation to generation. 
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This' movie in seven party in color was directed by -Sergei Paradshanov ; 
screen play was by [van Chenusy and Sergei Pared:;' hauov; Victor ilenlco was 
in charge of camera^ and the music, largely folk: music, was by T« Skorllc# 

It is understood that the actors wore taken from tire area with possibly the 
exception of the main leads. A thereof axed copy ox a description of the 
movie made available by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is attached* 

Since writing the above, a* Lit arn atu rna ya Gayzeta correspondent told -the 
reporting officer that there have been a lew showings ol* the film in the Ultra inn 
which have elicited favorable reviews* He also thought the film had been entered 
in at loan t one film festival In South Arnold ca and had won uomo sort of award* 
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